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This Notice Expires 1 June 1979

STAT

PERSONNEL

22 May 1978

FOREIGN GIFTS AND DECORATIONS

References:

1. Public Law 95-105 substantially changes the law governing
receipt and disposition of foreign gifts, decorations, and awards.
This statute also sets forth restrictions governing the giving of gifts
to foreign individuals.

2.  The following is a summary of the major provisions of the
statute governing receipt and disposition of foreign gifts, decorations,
and awards, which became effective 1 January 1978. These provisions:

a. Reaffirm the obligation of an employee to refuse to
accept foreign gifts whenever possible.

b. Provide for the bringing of a civil action by the
Department of Justice against any employee who solicits a gift
or who fails to report the receipt of a gift, and authorize the
Federal District Court where the action is brought to assess &
penalty not to exceed $5,000 plus the retail value of the gift

for such noncompliance with the law.

c. Redefine minimal value as retail value in the United
States of $100 or less at the time of acceptance (previously $50),
with this definition to be adjusted at three-year intervals by GSA
regulation to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index.

d. Require a description of all gifts of more than minimal
value to be published annually in the Federal Register.

e. Crant departments and agencies the authority to approve
retention of decorations and awards.

f. Grant departments and agencies the authority to retain
for official use gifts of more than minimal value.

g. Leave unimpaired the authority of departments and agencies
to prescribe more stringent limitations on receipt of gifts and
decorations.

3. All employees must be familiar with their responsibilities under
this law. Employees, as well as their spouses and dependents, must refuse
gifts of more than minimal value from any unit of foreign governmental
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authority, or from any representative of foreign governmental authority act-
ing as such, unless a refusal would cause offense or embarrassment or
otherwise adversely affect the foreign relations of the United States.

A1l foreign gifts which are accepted must be reported through channels

to the Director of Personnel within 30 days of receipt. The report

must contain the following information:

a. The name and position of the employee.

b. A brief description of the gift and the circumstances
justifying acceptance.

c. The identity of the foreign government and the name
and position of the individual who presented the gift.

d. The date of acceptance.

e. The estimated value in the United States of the gift at
the time of acceptance.

f. Disposition or current location of the gift.

When a gift is of more than minimal value, this information must be
forwarded by the Agency in an annual report to the Secretary of State,

who will publish a comprehensive listing of all such gifts in the Federal
Register. Though the Agency may be excepted from reporting the informa-
tion contained in paragraphs 3a and 3c, the general reporting requirements
of this law make it imperative that Agency employees accept no gifts which,
when disclosed in public record, would cause breaches of security or cover.

4. FEmployees must receive the approval of the Director of Personnel
to retain a gift which is of minimal value. Employees accepting gifts in
excess of minimal value do so on behalf of the United States and such
gifts become the property of the United States. While the new law permits
the Agency to retain for official use a gift in excess of minimal value,
all such gifts must be forwarded to the Administrator of General Services
for approvoriate disposition whenever official use 1is terminated.

5. The Director of Persomnel may approve retention of foreign
decorations tendered in recognition of active field service in time of
combat operations or awarded for other outstanding or unusually meritorious
performance. All foreign decorations must be reported through channels to
the Director of Persomnel. The report must include the name and position
of the employee, a complete description of the decoration (including any
accompanying citation), the identity of the foreign government, the name
and position of the individual who presented it, and a description of
the service on which presentation of the decoration was based. Decorations

2
ADMINISTRATIVE - INTERNAL USE ONLY

A RPNDSCDRNNAA2DANANAS 0L A0



R Approved For Release 2006/08/24 : CIA-RDP88B00443R001003850006-2
’ADMINISTRATIVF, - INTERNAL USE .Y

PERSONNEL

22 May 1978

not approved by the Director of Personnel for retention are deemed
property of the United States and will be deposited by the employee,
within 60 days of acceptance, with the Agency for official use or for
the Agency to forward to the Administrator of General Services for
appropriate disposition.

6. Finally, it should be noted that departments and agencies
are prohibited as of 1 October 1977 from using appropriated funds to
purchase a gift of more than minimal value for any foreign individual
unless the gift has been approved by Congress or has been purchase
with certain designated emergency funds from the Department of State.

7. Questions specifically concerning the new law should be
directed to the Office of General Counsel. Questions concerning Agency
policy on foreign gifts and decorations should be directed to the
Benefits and Services Division, Office of Personnel, on extension

. 8. This notice supersedes those sections ofl
which deal with foreign gifts and decorations.
will be revised accordingly.

JOHN F. BLAKE
Deputy Director
for
Administration

DISTRIBUTION: AB
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e . ik, f
donation, or other disposal in accordance with the provisions of thie falg o
Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949. However; 40 USC471rnote. ik A
no gift or decoration that has been deposited for disposal may be sold e
without the approval of the Secretary of State, upon a determination 1
that the sale will not adversely affect the foreign relations of the United. b g a2k

States. Gifts and decorations may be sold by negotiated sale. .
“(f) {1). Not later than January 31 of each year, each employing
agency or its delegate shall compile & listing of all statements filed o Secretary of |
during the preceding yedr by the employees of that agency ursuant %“;‘l’: - P
to subsection (c) 33) and shall transmit such listing to the Secretary Fo de‘f;“ﬁg U &
A of State who shall publish a comprehensive listing of all such state- regiter |
= ments in the Federal Register.. R o S ’
“(2) Such listings shall include. for each tangible gift reported— e B
o . "¢(A) the nameand position of the employee; . - il
o ' “(B) a brief description of the gift and the circumstances Coee il
“justifying acceptance; e A L '
«(C) the identity,if known, of the foreign government and the .~~~ T
name and position of the individual who presented the gift; ﬁ
“(D) the date of acceptance of the gift; ST . |
“(E) the estimated value in the United States of the gift at the-
time of acceptance;and - . LT S T
“(F) disposition or current loeation of the gift. = =~ "~ _
“(3) Such listings shall -include for each.gift of travel or travel | ..
expenses—- . . S Tl e T .
“(A) thename and position of the employee; - = .
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“(C) the identity, if known, of the foreign government and the b

name and position of the individual who presented the gift. - f%, i

“(4) In transmitting such listings for the Central Intelligence CIA list, g

Agency, the Director of Central Intelligence may delete the informa- deletions.

tion described in subparagraphs (A) and (C) of paragraphs (2) and
(3) if the Director certifies In writing to the Secretary of State that
the publication of such information could adversely affect United
States intelligence sources. o o :
“(g) (1) Each employing agency shall prescribe such regulations as Regulations.
may be necessary to carry out the purpose of this section. For all
employinz agencies in the executive pranch, such regulations shall be
prescribed pursuant to guidance provided by the Secretary of State.
These regulations shall be implemented by each employing agency for
its employees.
“(2). Each employing agency shall— .
“(A) report to the Attorney General cases in which there is
reason to believe that an employee has violated this section;
“(B} establish a procedure for obtaining an appraisal, when .
necessary, of the value of gifts; and L
f“'(‘ () ‘take any other actions necessary to carry out the purpose-
of this section. . L C
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wurt 'of the United States against any employee who knowingly - Jurisdiction.
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tangible gift of more than minimal value (as defined in section 7 342(a)
(5) of title 5, United States Code) for any foreign individual unless
such gift hasbeen approved by the Congress. ' T
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n Relations of thg'SenaLte'a
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urchased with appropriated»- funds W
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Approved August 17, 1977. . o
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